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Mid-Winter is here!
Talking to some other clubbies , out for the school holidays , we 
were debating whether it was actually colder this winter or 
whether it just seems that way. After such a beautiful, hot and long 
summer . We have definitely had more frosts already this year and I 
am grateful to a new jacket for keeping me warm on the beach  
these winter mornings. Not that it is all cold out here at the 
moment. We have had a couple of gorgeous warm days this week 
and the short film cast and crew staying  at the clubhouse with 
former member Hamish Bennett last week thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and had great weather to boot. For those from further 
south - namely Wellington it was described as ‘positively balmy”.

This newsletter includes a  report on our Mid-Winter AGM, a 
catchup on some news in preparation for a new season and  some 
of the clubbies who are bravely taking on the 90-mile beach 
challenge and a chance to share the Zoom Zoom article  
highlighting our new motor from Mazda Foundation and  the 
contribution of our lifeguards.

The water is cold, the mornings are fresh, yet I still find 
myself out at the beach. We're half way thru the off-season, 
and the wait till the start of patrols draws near. We are in 
the process of making some big changes around the club 
at the moment, but don't want to give too much away, so 
keep an eye out for them on Open Day. Along with these 
changes comes some new roles for our members too. I 
have now been entrusted with the role of "Equipment 
Manager", which sounds flash, but nothing glamorous. 

One of the high points is that I have a bunch of "minions" 
working alongside me. So I would like to introduce Joel 
Ahrens, our new Powercraft Officer. Last season Joel 
gained his IRB drivers qualification, and has shown an 
interest in all things IRB. I see this as a good opportunity to 
skill him up on engine and hull maintenance, making him a 
great asset to the club (and those patrols that have engine 
troubles). We also have Craig Platt taking up a new role as 
Life Guard Equipment Officer. Working as an apprentice, 
I'm sure he will take on the role with a great attitude, and all 
of our patrol related gear will be well looked after. Helen 
Robinson continues as our First Aid Officer, and will 
continue to keep our First Aid room stocked up for all those 
emergencies we get here at Ruakaka. Ben McKernan will 
attempt to keep the Rhino and Bobcat up to scratch, in the 
role of ATV Officer. Our new Gear Steward is Dene Green, 
who is in charge of all our paddleboards/skis etc.

If you notice any damage to our gear this season, or if you 
have any great ideas that you want heard, please do 
approach one of us :-P That's all for now ----- See Ya, Ryan
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GEARing Up 

We (Maysha, Briar and Tony) have entered the 2013 90 Mile Classic IRB race that is being held on the weekend of 
September 14th. We will compete with approximately 30 teams from surf clubs around New Zealand. Our team will consist 
of us three and the required support crew of - a Team Manager, First Aid Officer and IRB Technician.  We need your 
support in raising funds to get us and our support crew to the start line at the top of ninety mile beach and survive the 
gruelling 3~4 hours to Shipwreck Bay.  On August 2nd we are holding a quiz night to raise funds and would like you, your 
friends, family and colleagues to attend.  Please refer to the poster below (Thank you to Total Idea Co for the artwork). If 
you are unable to attend on the night you can support us simply by spreading the word.

2013 NZ Pool Championships
These are being held at Te Rapa Pool in Hamilton from 12 
midday Friday 11-Sunday 13 October 2013. Dene Green, 
also newly qualified Surf Official,  has offered to take a 
junior team to this event to represent the club. Dene has 
two sons Callum and Connor who will be involved in the 
<11 and <12 individual events. For the under 12 medley 
boys he can field his 2 boys and 2 others who would be 
keen to come. Dene has also advised he is able to organise 
accommodation in Hamilton. If this is of any interest to you 
then you are welcome to email the club 
ruakakasurfpatrol@gmail.com  and I can connect you with 
Dene.



Club Sponsor

2013 AGM  

President      Tony Wilson 
Vice President    Andrew Forsythe 
Club Captain     Tania Ahrens 
Vice Club Captain   Chad Cahalane 
Club Development Officer Paula & John Kearney  
Sponsorship Manager  Ryan Trounce 
Surf Sports Manager  Maysha Ahrens 
Junior Surf Coordinator  Nikki Thompson 
Facilities Manager   Ben McKernan 
Equipment Manager  Ryan Trounce 
Social Co-ordinators  Francie Stokes, Maree Wright & Helen Robinson 

Lifeguard Instructor    Gretchen Gulick 
Powercraft Instructor   John Kearney
Power Craft Officer    Joel Ahrens 
Lifeguard Equipment Officer Craig Platt 
First Aid Officer     Helen Robinson 
ATV Officer      Ben McKernan 
Gear Steward     Dene Green 
Patrons       Eric & Gladys   
         Gulbransen

Another spectacular sheep, Tony’s special 
mulled wine and 40 clubbies turned up for 
our Mid-Winter AGM. We  presented our  
annual reports and observed a minute of 
silence for Peter Stevenson former RSLSP 
President who died before Easter. Our new 
changes to the Constitution, around the 
structure and roles of the Committee, was 
ratified. The following members were voted 
into the following positions. Thanks to all 
who came and those who put themselves 
forward to steward the club.

Our outgoing President 
Paula Kearney began and 
chaired the meeting 
through to electing Tony 
Wilson as new President 
who then completed the 
election of  officers and 
closed the AGM.

Nigel Taylor and Derek Husle, both former Presidents 
of the club and Ben McKernan who has been our Club 
Captain and a member of the club since a nipper were 
recognised and awarded Life Membership. 










